ROLLS-ROYCE
and

BENTLEY MOTOR CARS

~ From the Dawn of the 20th Century
into the New Millennium ‘




ROLLS-ROYOE SIVER SHADOW | AND BENTLEY 1y
No. made: 16.717 Rolls-Royoe Siver Shadow |
607 Rolis Royce Sitver SNRtOW | hwe der watoon
505 Rolls-Royce Sitver Shacow | comverrane
2176 Rolis-Royce Shver Shadow |ieng whestias
20 605 Rolls-Royce Sitver Shadow | altogether

1.703 Bentiey 11
9 Bontioy T1 ing whestiase
‘ 114 Bontiey T1 o o saioun
| 41 Bentiey T1 conmvermse
| 1.867 Bentley T1 altogether
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adopting the lines of the standard body they
built a two door closed version. The
production figure was limited to 50 vehicles;
35 were built as Silver Shadow two door
saloons and a further 15 on the floorpan of
the Bentley T. Less than 100 chassis
numbers later, and in the same year, H.J.
Mulliner, Park Ward, created their first two
door version. This was also what we would
term a coupé, but thanks to a sleek wing line
accentuated just above the rear axle it was
visually more appealing than the James

Young design. This new design also
émanated from the Crewe styling
department under J P Blatchley's leadership
but in fact was the creation of Blatchley's
colleague William G. Allen. He had finished
the work on a scale model during a period of
some six weeks when Blatchley had been
absent from the office due to ill health. The
two door saloon as shaped by W.G. Allen

was a superlative design and approved
without alteration,

Rolls-Royce, incidentally, didn't use the
description coupé, preferring 'two door
saloon' and this nomenclature continued to
the Corniche and Camargue. A further year
passed before work to eliminate the fixed
head and replace it with a soft top
was complete. Numerous significant
modifications had been necessary to retain
torsional stiffness when there was no roof or
body pillars to brace the monocoque. The
drophead version was built by Mulliner Park
Ward, Rolls-Royce's wholly owned
subsidiary, with premises in Willesden,
without alteration to the outer surfaces below
waist level. Perhaps this is a convenient point
at which to digress briefly to mention how
extraordinarily successful this attractive
body style was. It was announced, to
considerable acclaim, in 1966. The last
Rolls-Royce Corniche IV drophead coupés
to this basic design were delivered in 1996
and are still held in high esteem. It is also
worth remembering that another Park Ward
design - for the huge limousines erected on
Rolls-Royce Phantom V and Phantom VI
chassis - had been acclaimed for an even
longer period - from 1959 to 1991. But all in
all less than 900 Rolls-Royce Phantom V
and Phantom VI had been built during a
period of some 30 years whereas the sales
figures for two door saloons and convertibles
based on Silver Shadow and Bentley T and
later marketed as Rolls-Royce Corniche and
Bentley Corniche - and Bentley Continental

respectively - number several thousand
motor cars.

It was 1969 before a long wheelbase model
was offered alongside the mainstream cars.
For this the company decided upon a
solution which had been successful in 1967
on a pilot batch of ten long wheelbase cars
including one vehicle specially built to the
order of H.R.H. Princess Margaret. Normal
coachwork was cut just aft of the B-post and
a four inch extension welded in. Apart from
broader rear doors and often, an Everflex-
covered roof and smaller rear window, the
production stretched version differed only in
minor details from the standard Silver
Shadows. And the extra space for rear seat
passengers was eaten up if a division was
specified. Bodyshells were delivered from
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